
 
 
 
 

Construction corner: Progress is slow but steady 
by Kyla Hansen 

Construction began on new additions in 
September, and as of now, progress to the 
LECC, classrooms, the auditorium, and the track 
is on schedule. Additions will benefit future 
Lions in many wonderful ways, but the 
construction is currently impacting them. 

“The major effect we’ve had on [our] 
daily routine would be the inability to use our 
lower playground safely obviously in the best 
interest of the kids [is] to keep them away from 
any active construction. Even though it’s fenced 
off, there’s still the fear that something could roll 
down the hill," said LECC director Breanna Ties. 

The children are the daycare's first 
priority, but everyone is excited to see the 
additions and be able to use them.  

 
Construction continues where the LECC rec 
room is being built. (photo by Kyla Hansen)  

"I hope we can make [the new rec room] 
the LECC’s and not accessible for school use," 
said 2's room lead teacher Samantha Smith. The 
new room will be used as an area for centers that 
helps children expand their minds with fun-filled 
activities. 

After the new rec room is complete, the 
LECC gym will be available for school use. 

In regard to other additions, Mr. Allison 
and Mrs. Kramer are set to move their 

classrooms to the Old Gym and stage 
respectively at the end of the week. After the 
rooms are vacated, they will be gutted and 
overhauled with a tentative completion 
scheduled for spring break, but there are hopes 
from all involved that it will be sooner.  

 
The red football storage shed looked like 

a float in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
last week as it made its way down School Street 
to its new location just north of the LECC gym.  

 
The big red shed from the bus lot is relocated 
to the northside of the LECC gym. (photo by 
Kyla Hansen) All in all, the new additions to the 
school and LECC will give new opportunities to 
the growing Lisbon community. 
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The LECC 
gym 
acquired a 
set of new 
bleachers to 
take place of 
the folding 
chairs 
spectators 
formerly sat 
on. (photo by 
Kyla 
Hansen) 
 



Lisbon High School athlete of the week: Cobe Siebrecht 
by Gage McCoy 

Lisbon High School senior, Cobe Siebrecht, 
has been on a roll the last couple of weeks. With 
winning the Cliff Keen Independence Invitation and 
majoring the eighth ranked wrestler in the nation by a 
score of 11-2 in the finals, it is an understatement to 
say Siebrecht has started his senior season off well. 
 “My mindset going into Independence was to 
dominate. I didn’t really do that in the semis, but I 
felt better in my finals. I knew he was going to be 
tough because he has beaten some really good guys 
and was ranked 8th in the nation, but I had to stay 
focused and do what I do best,” said Siebrecht.  
 Siebrecht has come up short of gold the last 
two years getting beat in the State finals both years. 
Siebrecht is hungry for gold this year. He is currently 
11-0 and on track for the State championship being 
ranked number one by The Predicament and 
IAwrestle.  
 “Getting second two times in a row really 
sucks. I don’t know how anyone can be satisfied 
without winning,” explained Siebrecht.  

 Siebrecht was also recognized as Adidas 
High School Wrestler of the Week last week and 
took home gold at this weekend’s Mount Vernon 
Invitational.  

 
In a tough scramble, Lisbon’s 126-pounder 
Cobe Siebrecht wrestles Underwood’s Alex 
Thompson in the 2018 class 1A State finals.  
(photo by IAwrestle)  
 

Lady lions excited to start new season 
by Sam Hendricks 

The Lisbon girls’ basketball team started 
out the season hiring two coaches: head coach 
Diamond Boyd and assistant coach Bob Blythe. 
The Lady Lions only have 14 girls out for 
basketball this year, which wasn’t enough to 
make a JV team, but this means everyone suits 
up for varsity.  

 
Basketball players smile pretty for the 
camera, eager to start the season. In black top 
left to right: (Mia Peterson, Ingrid Hoff, Sam 
Schrantz, Hannah Neymeyer, Ava 
Richardson); Middle left to right:(Bethany 
Richardson, Emily Schultz, Emma Howard, 
Mckenna Nelson, Keegan Meyer); Bottom left 
to right: (Mercy Hicks, Maddison 
Schnipkoweit, Stacia Hall) (Photo by Amy 
Becker) 

Senior Sam Schrantz said, “It is quality 
over quantity; the girls are expected to work 
harder knowing they're going to get varsity 
minutes.” 

The Lions started the season opener with 
a win against Waterloo Christian. Junior 
Mckenna Nelson went lights out from the three-
point line, going 8-9 from three, while finishing 
with 25 points. The ladies suffered a loss the 
next game to Midland but got back on their feet 
and worked hard to beat Starmont. While losing 
their fourth game against defending state 
champions, Springville, the ladies work really 
hard in practice to prepare against Alburnett.   

“Coach [Boyd] expects us to go hard in 
practice, so our energy level is very high when it 
comes to game time,” said Schrantz, “She is a lot 
of fun and cares about the players and the game 
of basketball.” 

Everyone was sad that the game against 
Central City was cancelled. However, the girls 
took on Alburnett Friday night but couldn’t 
come away with a W. Come out and show 
support for the Lady Lions.



Dance till ya drop 
by Maysun Marshall 

This year the Lisbon Mane Attraction 
went to the 2019 Iowa State Dance Team 
Championships that were held at the Wells Fargo 
Arena and Hy-Vee Hall in Des Moines on 
Thursday, Nov. 29 and Friday, Nov. 30.  

 
The Lisbon Mane Attraction performs their 
3rd place winning kick routine. (Photo by 
Andrea Hasselbusch) 

Freshman Sophie Jennett said, “Going to 
State and getting ready was great but waking up 
at 4:30 was hard.”  

There were over 5,000 participants 
representing 260 high school dance teams.  The 
dance team performed in two categories 
including pom where the girls took 2nd, the 
highest finish for any LHS dance team, even 
though this was the dance team’s first year 
participating in pom. The Mane Attraction also 
competed in kick, getting 3rd.  

“We worked hard, put in the hours, and 
earned those trophies,” said seniors Natalie Ott, 

“Learning these new routines this season was not 
easy.” 

“I think the season went super well. It 
was not easy whatsoever. I remember crying for 
a whole hour learning our 2-minute pom 
routine,” said junior Emily Butteris.  

The team of hard-working girls and a boy 
worked super hard, so they could get to where 
they wanted to be: bringing home hardware. 
Congrats Lisbon High School Dance Team.  

 
The Mane Attraction dance team. Top row 
(left, right) Coach Amy Geis, Rylan Allison, 
Mia Peterson, Natalie Ott, Bryce Clausen, 
Renae Hasselbusch, Emily Davis, Olivia 
Hasselmann. Bottom row (left, right) Bailey 
Svatosch, Kiah Kilburg, Emily Butteris, 
Sophie Jennett, Tawnie Hudson. 

Wax on, wax off 
by Kayne Kamberling 

Working at Lynch Ford, senior Evan 
Clausen spends roughly 5 hours every weekend 
washing cars and working with his best friend to 
make some quick cash. 

"When I'm not in a sport or at school, I 
work about 30 hours. During sports seasons, I 
work only about 5 hours," said Clausen. 

Being in school, sports, and also having a 
job can be tough to find time for everything. 
Clausen mentions Lynch being very flexible. 
They are always good at working with Evan to 
get him hours that fit with his busy schedule. 

"Social skills is something that school has 
helped me with," said Clausen. 

Being able to speak to customers the 
right way is something jobs look for in a good 

employee. Clausen realizes this and tries to 
speak to every fellow employee and his boss 
with the utmost respect they deserve. 

"Working with my friend is something I 
like about my job," said Clausen. 

Sometimes jobs get boring but having a 
friend by his side throughout his shift sure helps 
Clausen with the boredom that is a job. 

Above is the Lynch Ford dealership in Mount 
Vernon where Evan Clausen does services 
like washing cars during his shift. (photo by 
Lynch) 
 



Seniors of the weeks: Abodeely, Sadler, Larson, and Dierks 
by Trent Welch and Jarrett Moehlman 

Max Abodeely 
What are your plans 
for after high school? 
“Attend Kirkwood for 
two years, and I don’t 
know after that.” 
Who is your favorite 
youtuber? “Danny 
Dunkin, fo sho.” 
(left) Max Abodeely 
looks snazzy for senior 

photos. 
What is your favorite sport? “Golf because 
Coach Kahl is an animal.” 
What is your favorite song? “Mo Bamba” 
What is your favorite high school memory? 
“When we were at district golf and I was about 
150 yards away from the green. Coach Kahl 
comes up on the golf cart and says ‘esketit.’”  

Skylar Sadler 
(below) Skylar Sadler, senior of the week, 
shows off her smile. 

What are your plans 
for after high school? 
“I’m going to go to 
college and get a degree 
in accounting, also play 
softball.” 
What is your favorite 
color? “Green” 
What is your favorite 
subject in school? 

“Math” 
What is your favorite food? “Chicken Wings” 
What is your favorite movie? Instant Family 

Cody Dierks 
What are your plans for after high school?  
“Go to Kirkwood for the CNA course then go to 
Iowa to become a nurse practitioner.” 

 

What was your favorite high school memory? 
“Prom. It was really fun.” 
What would you do different now that you are 
a senior? “Take more Kirkwood classes earlier 
in the school year.” 
Who/What was your favorite teacher/subject? 
“Señora, Spanish” 
What is your favorite type of music? “Classic 
Rock” 
What is your favorite food? “Chicken wings” 
What is your favorite animal? “Cat” 

Abbie Larson 
(below) Lisbon senior, Abbie Larson smiles 
for the camera while hanging out in 
downtown Mt. Vernon. (Photo by Ellie 
Larson) 

What are your plans 
for after high school?  
“After high school, I 
plan to attend 
Augustana College in 
Rock Island, Illinois. 
I'm not sure what I'm 
gonna do there, but 
that's where I'll be.” 
What was your 
favorite high school 

memory? “My favorite memory from high 
school was homecoming week senior year. We 
had a lot of fun.” 
What would you do different now that you are 
a senior? “If I were to do something differently 
in high school, I would have spent more time 
doing fun things with my friends rather than 
staying home.” 
Who/What was your favorite teacher/subject? 
“My favorite teacher is [choir teacher] Mrs. 
Stulken. 
What is your favorite type of music? “I like all 
kinds of music except really techno stuff. I'm not 
into that.” 
What is your favorite food? “I like pretty much 
everything, but if I had to pick, my favorite food 
would be pizza.” What is your favorite 
animal? “My favorite animal is a moose, but 
penguins are a close second.”

Selfie senior of 
the week, Cody 
Dierks. (Photo 
by Cody 
Dierks)     
 



Pepping up school spirit 
by Mackenzie Moreland 

It’s a cold winter’s night in Lisbon, but in 
the Lions’ Den, school spirit runs warmly 
throughout the crowd thanks to the Lisbon High 
School pep band.  
 Although the performances are much 
more relaxed and fun when compared to say a 
concert or marching performance, these students 
still take their jobs seriously. They enjoy playing 
pop songs that get the crowd and student section, 
alike, involved. Some of the popular go-to songs 
are “Sweet Caroline” by Neil Diamond and 
“Seven Nation Army” by the White Stripes.  
 Most of the time, you see junior Renae 
Hasselbusch, and senior Abbie Larson directing 
the pep band, fulfilling the position of drum 
major. Hasselbusch stated that her favorite part 
of directing the band was “being with her peers 
and hearing the song come together.”  
 Not only does the band support the teams 
that are playing at the time, they support each 
other. Junior Kyla Hansen stated that when she 
was in the half-court shot contest this year, her 
fellow mates were all cheering for her, even 
though she missed the shot by about ten feet. She 
also said that they have also supported her as she 
started a new instrument this year, playing the 
baritone instead of the flute. 

Hasselbusch also brought up the point of 
the family-like atmosphere when she stated her 
fondest memory of pep band was when “Chris 
Cannon, Cody Techau, and I played ‘Seven 

Nation Army’ as loud as humanly possible on 
our trombones.”  

Senior Natalie Ott stated that her favorite 
memory was blending the pep band dress up 
themes with the student section theme that night, 
which blasts even more school spirit into the 
atmosphere of the already rocking Lions’ Den.  

Lisbon’s pep band has a rich tradition of 
supporting others. Be sure to come to a 
basketball game to support them. They play from 
the varsity girls’ halftime to the varsity boys’ 
halftime as well as in between the two games.  

 
Members of Lisbon High School’s pep band 
and director gather for a picture in the band 
room. (photo by Mackenzie Moreland)

 
Improvements to the food policy at Lisbon Community Schools 

by Cole Albaugh  
Lisbon is heading to the board for a 

seconding reading a new schoolwide food policy. 
Although Lisbon has always been an allergy aware 
school, there have been many problems in the 
previous system, and it was time for a change.  

“Many people don't realize that this is a very 
serious problem that needs taken care of,” explained 
school nurse Julie Light.  
 The new policy states that peanuts or any tree 
nut can only be in the lunchroom. In the lunchroom, 
there is a table specifically for kids who can't have or 
be around nuts or tree nuts. Every other part of the 

school is a nut-free zone. Any food that is eaten in 
the classroom must have a green sticker on the 
package, which any foods purchased in the 
lunchroom or the vending machine are safe to eat in 
the classrooms.  Even if the product does not contain 
nuts, it still could have been made in a facility that 
uses nuts in other products. Therefore, homemade 
products are not to be brought in either.  
 For further questions on the new policy, 
see the latest Lisbon INC video featuring nurse 
Julie and Renae Hasselbusch.  



Rant: Highway 30 bypass bypasses businesses 
by Jarrett Moehlman 

What will the bypass do to Lisbon?  
With no direct exit into Lisbon, the 

bypass will take drivers out to Adams Avenue 
east of town or into Mount Vernon. Cars 
traveling east or west won’t be able to see Lisbon 
anymore.  

Businesses that rely on drive by traffic 
may not be able to stay open. When I asked 
Connie Meier, Lisbon city administrator, if she 

knew of any businesses that were going to 
relocate closer to the bypass, she responded, 
“None that I’m aware of.” 

Another thing that will hurt Lisbon is 
people wanting to stretch their legs and kids 
needing to run and blow off some steam and not 
being able to find the wonderful park in town 
that is a great place to picnic, play, and cool off.  

New section: Teachers in their teens 
Cathy Awtry then 
by Tanya Mallie 

She is well known for her ADHD and 
random, hilarious mind. When you look at her, 
you don’t always see a teacher. Sometimes, you 
see someone who is rarely angry and always 
making people laugh. What most people don’t 
know is what she was like in high school.  

Awtry was a college bound geek with 
good grades, a learning disability, and great 
artistic talent. With two best friends throughout 
high school, things seemed to be going pretty 
well for her.  

Awtry enjoyed her friends at school, but 
never dated others from her school because they 
thought she was crazy. This is in part to a single 
incident in 9th grade. “You know how guys are. 
There was this guy following me up the stairs, 
and he was stabbing me [in the rear end] with a 
safety pin as we walked. Well, I was always 
good at art, and it was that time of the year for 
the final project. I had already been working on 
the project forever, and he ruined my entire 
project. I remember calmly walking over to the 
counter and thinking this color is bright and this 
can is full, this is perfect,” Awtry looked at me 
smiling then said, “and I dumped the can of paint 
over the guy’s head.”  

Despite all the fun of the first two years 
of high school, on January 2, 1980, her life 
would never be the same. An extremely tragic 
day for a junior in high school: her father died. 

Just when life couldn’t get any worse, 
Awtry suffered more tragedy in her life. After 
graduating in 1981, DeMaria, one of Awtry's 
best friends, was killed in a car accident. Awtry 

and Anita, another friend, were given permission 
to see DeMaria before they took her off life 
support. Awtry was by her side daily and spent 
some nights at the hospital and drove back to 
school the next day only to do it all over again.  

  
“One of the hardest things I’ve ever had 

to do was pick out the perfect dress and necklace 
to bury my best friend in.” Then two months 
after the funeral, Anita’s mom was hit by a drunk 
driver and was put on life support for a month.  

Throughout high school, Awtry had an 
extremely rough life. Now, you would never be 
able to tell what she went through. She lost a 
father, a mother figure, and a best friend. When I 
look at my teacher, I don’t see the same goofy, 
excitable, active teacher that everyone else sees. 
I see someone who has been through the hottest 
of fires and came out with no burn marks. I see 
my teacher, Mrs.Awtry, as the warrior she truly 
is. 

Mrs. Awtry is 
a well-known, 
loved teacher 
at LHS. Here 
she is in her 
senior photo 
from 
Knoxville 
High School 
in 1981. 
 



Teachers in their teens 
Self-proclaimed nerd 
by Tanya Mallie 

Amelia Kibbie went to Mount Vernon 
High School and worked at Gary’s foods. She 
would also babysit along with pet sitting after 
teaching swimming lessons at the local pool. In 
her free time, she constantly wrote and read and 
enjoyed playing videogames. As Amelia grew 
up, she found some hobbies that would never 
die: making jewelry and studying old age history 
such as tarot cards and crystals. 

Kibbie considered herself a drama/music 
geek. She was a good student who cared about 
her grades and took all the art and writing classes 
she could. Due to excellent grades, she was in 
the National Honor Society. 

One of her best memories was during a 
team meeting for volleyball. The team was going 
around and talking about themselves and trying 
to connect as a team. She apologized for being 
on the team due to the fact that she was a geek 
and not an excelling athlete. She believed 
athletes were not her friends. She felt like she 
didn’t belong on the team.  

“This girl, I think her name was Ashley, 
jumped on my lap, wrapped her arms around me, 
and gave me a huge hug and a kiss on the cheek. 
‘Amelia, what are you talking about? We love 
you!’” That was a moment she realized that 
social cliques never mattered, “You should just 
do what you love doing, and you can really be 
friends with a wide variety of people.” 

If she ever had the opportunity to do high 
school over again, she wishes that she would 
have been more respectful of her teachers and 
taken more opportunities to learn. She also 
wishes that she spent more time reading instead 
of being in front of a TV. “I would have taken 

better care of my body with nutrition, exercise, 
and just caring about how I treated it. I would 
have loved myself more, given myself grace, and 

allowed myself 
to be myself 
without caring 
what others 
think.” 

Getting 
out of high 
school, Kibbie 
knew she loved 
English, and due 
to her being a 
major Stephen 
King fan, she 
was inspired to 
do what he did 
with his career 
and become an 

English teacher and write on the side. 
“Little did I know how much I would fall 

in love with education. I never planned to be an 
instructional coach or work with students who 
struggle, but I absolutely adore this position at 
Lisbon. I also gave up on writing for a while. 
Then, I turned 30, and I decided to do this dream 
of mine, now is the time.” 

Over the past five years, she has 
published multiple short story anthologies and 
literary journals, and she currently has a book 
deal with an independent publisher in California 
for her novel Legendary. The book will come out 
in late 2019.  

  

 


